MARY IMMACULATE PARISH
EAGLE VALE NSW
___________________________________

Dear Parents
We hope that you and your family are all well. We are writing to update you on our Sacramental Program.
As you know, the Prime Minister and the State Premiers have devised a three phased plan for lifting
restrictions that have been imposed to manage COVID-19. These staged plans include:
1. allowing 10 worshippers at a religious gathering in phase 1 and then 50 worshippers in phase 2 and
100 worshippers in phase 3;
2. moving from one phase to the next not being based on a set timeframe but being determined by the
impact that the lifting of certain restrictions has on the number of confirmed cases of COVID-19;
3.

allowing for at least four square metres of space for each person which for our church is a
maximum of 78 people, and the cleaning of the building after every use.

In light of the above restrictions we recently had a meeting to discuss our options and to find a way
forward for the Sacramental Program. The attendees at the meeting were: members of the Parish
Leadership Team; Father Slawek and Father Basti; the Sacramental Coordinators; the Principal and
Religious Education Coordinator of Mary Immaculate Primary School and Sr Julia representing children
from public schools.
During that meeting we came to the conclusion that we will not be able to offer the reception of
Sacraments to the children who have been preparing during the year. We found that it would be
impractical for families and the wider parish community if we tried to find a way to hold Liturgies and First
Communion Masses with limited people attending.
We realise that you may find this decision disappointing. After all, your children and your families have
been waiting for these special days for a long time. We have made this decision keeping in mind the benefit
to the children of having family and friends with them for these special occasions. The COVID restrictions as
they are now wouldn’t have allowed a proper celebration of the Sacraments. We hope that the
celebrations will be possible again next year.
The children preparing for Reconciliation have completed their preparation. Those preparing for First
Communion are more than half way along and the candidates for Confirmation have not yet commenced
their preparation. It is our intention that all children will complete their preparation for the Sacraments for
which they have enrolled during this year and they will be able to receive the Sacraments early next year,
dependent of course on the lifting of restrictions. We encourage families to continue preparing their
children for their Sacraments which we hope will be able to be received when we can plan for a concrete
date in early 2021. The preparation arrangements for candidates for Confirmation will be sent in a later
email.
If you have any questions regarding this update please don’t hesitate to send a reply to this email:
eaglevalesacraments@dow.org.au
Fr Slawek Plonka OMI
Parish Priest
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Sacramental Program Coordinator

2 Aquamarine Drive Eagle Vale NSW 2558
Phone: 02 46263055
Email: eaglevale@dow.org.au

