
Acts 18:9-18 

John 16:20-23 

 

Dear Sisters and Brothers! 

The Acts of the Apostles which we have been reading 

during this Easter season does not speak only of the 

preaching of the disciples of Jesus, the miracles they 

worked and their achievements, but it also speaks of the 

various oppositions, challenges and persecutions they 

faced. Today’s passage of the Acts of the apostles speaks 

about the opposition that Paul faced and how he was 

brought by the Jews before the Roman governor Gallio.  

But Paul, the strong disciple of Jesus was not afraid of 

those challenges, because he was led by the Holy Spirit 

and the encouragement that he received from the believers 

kept him going, and despite all these oppositions, he went 

on preaching the Gospel. St. Paul would say in his letter 

to the Romans; 

“If God is for us, who can be against us? He who did not 

spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all—how will he 

not also, along with him, graciously give us all things? Who 

shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or 

hardship or persecution or famine or nakedness or danger 

or sword? No, in all these things we are more than 

conquerors through him who loved us. For I am convinced 

that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, 

neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, neither 

height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be 

able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ 

Jesus our Lord. 

That was the faith and conviction of Paul and that gave 

him the real his joy to the point of accepting any sufferings 

and pains for Christ and for his people.  



 

Dear friends! 

Jesus says in the gospel today, “Very truly, I tell you, you 

will weep and mourn, but the world will rejoice; you will 

have pain, but your pain will turn into joy”. St. Paul was 

very much convinced of these words of Jesus and that is 

the reason, no oppositions, no challenges, no persecutions 

and no pains could stop him from preaching the gospel, 

because for him the joy of preaching about Jesus and 

bringing people to God gave him more joy and happiness 

than sufferings.  

In the same way, my dear friends, we too might face 

challenges, oppositions and even persecution on account 

of our faith. Remember what St. Paul said; what can 

separate me from the love of Christ. We should become so 

strong in our faith to the point of saying that we are even 

ready to go through any suffering for the sake of Christ, 

because the joy that is waiting us is much more than the 

suffering that we might face.  And to do that and to become 

stronger in our faith and zealous in our vocation to speak 

about Jesus, like St. Paul, we need the help and support 

of the Holy Spirit. 

Therefore, let us continue to pray to our risen Lord Jesus 

to make our faith strong and give us the promised 

advocate, the Holy Spirit, so that we too, like St. Paul be a 

strong and zealous witnesses to Jesus and to his gospel. 

 


