
Acts 17:15, 22-18:1 

John 16:12-15 

 

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ! 

These days the readings, especially the gospel passages 

are preparing us for the celebration of the Ascension of our 

Lord and for the feast of the Pentecost. Once gain today, 

Jesus is speaking to his disciples about the coming of the 

Holy Spirit. 

But for me, today the first reading is a remarkably 

interesting reading and at the same time a challenging 

passage, calling us for a deeper reflection. In the first 

reading, St. Paul is preaching to the Greeks in Athens. The 

Athenians were well known for their philosophy and were 

so proud of their art and architectures. St. Paul who went 

to talk to them at their place of gathering, got hold of a 

saying written in their temple which read, To an 

unknown god.  

He said to them, “What therefore you worship as unknown, 

this I proclaim to you. The God who made the world and 

everything in it, he who is Lord of heaven and earth, does 

not live in shrines made by human hands, nor is he served 

by human hands, as though he needed anything, since he 

himself gives to all mortals life and breath and all things”. 

My dear friends, 

The reading says that only a few people accepted the 

message of Paul and the majority of them did not. We, as 

Christians, say gain and again that we know our God and 

we profess every Sunday that we believe in One God, the 

Father almighty, and in Jesus his only begotten Son and 

in the Holy Spirt who proceeds from the Father and the 

Son.  



My dear friends, 

When we say that, do we really mean what we profess? Are 

we really convinced of what we profess? Or like the 

Athenians, are we also worshiping and praying to an 

unknown god? Do I know my God? Do I know the God in 

whom I believe? These are the questions that we need to 

ask ourselves today. 

My dear friends, 

Knowing God doesn’t mean having an image of God or an 

idea of God in our mind. It is more than that. Knowing 

means having a very deep, personal and an intimate 

relationship with him. What is our relationship with our 

God? Do we love him unconditionally? Do we believe in 

him undoubtedly?  

My dear friends, 

Even the apostles who were with Jesus for three year, 

having heard his preaching and seen his miracles, still 

they had their own doubts and their faith in him was not 

that strong. That is the reason, one betrayed him, one 

denied him, the others deserted him when he was arrested 

and one doubted that he is risen. In the same way, we 

cannot say that we 100% love him and 100% believe in 

him. We also have our ups and downs in our faith and in 

our spiritual life. It is because we are in need of something 

as the apostles needed. It is the Holy Spirit who can lead 

us to a full communion with Jesus, it is he who can make 

us strong in our faith. And Jesus himself says in the 

gospel, When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you 

into all the truth”.  

Therefore, let us earnestly pray to the risen Lord that as he 

filled the apostles with the Holy Spirit, that he may fill us 

also with the same spirit. 

 


