
Acts 16:11-15 

John 15:26-16:4 

 

Dear Sisters and Brothers! 

In today’s readings we hear the spread of the gospel in Europe 

through Paul and his companion and the promise of the 

coming of the advocate.  

The  first reading speaks about how St. Paul brought the Good 

news to Europe and how one of the Churches that he 

established in Europe, namely Philippi became his one of his 

favourites. Later in his letter to the Christians in Philippi, he 

would write: “I give thanks to my God every time I think of 

you, rejoicing in every prayer I utter on your behalf”.  

“God knows how much I long for each of you with the 

affection of Christ Jesus!”.  One of the first people to accept 

the message of Paul was the Woman Lydia. Having received 

through Paul the gift of the faith, she offered hospitality in 

return. After being graced with the gospel, she graced the 

missionaries with a place to stay while they preached in her 

town. We have all been graced in various ways in our lives so 

far. The proper response to being graced is to grace others in 

return, to share our blessings with them. We have received 

much, we should give much back. At the start of his gospel St 

John says that we have all received from the Lord’s fullness 

grace upon grace. In return we try to bless others as we have 

been blessed.  

Preaching the gospel of Jesus, or being a missionary doesn’t 

only mean becoming a priest, or going to different places and 

preaching or preaching from the pulpit. But there are many 

ways through which we can become partakers in the mission 

of Jesus, in different ways we can bring the Good news to 

others. The Woman Lydia shared in the mission of Paul in her 

own capacity by supporting Paul and his companions by 

providing what they needed. A kind word to someone who is 

sad, sharing our time, our food and our joy with others; these 



are some of the ways that we can share the grace with other 

which we have already received from God. 

My dear friends, 

To enlighten us and to help us to share in his mission and to 

bring his Good News to others in different ways, Jesus 

promises us to send the advocate, the Holy Spirit who would 

be leading us and guiding us in the right path and in the right 

direction. Knowing that we would be troubled, confused, 

rejected and persecuted, as we heard in the gospel, Jesus has 

given to us already the advocate, the Holy Spirit. But it is in 

our hand to allow the Holy Spirit to work in us. If we keep 

ourselves closed to the promptings and inspiration of the 

Spirit, then surely, we will be lost, confused and misled. 

Therefore, acknowledging that we have received from God 

grace upon grace and  it is our turn now to share that grace 

with others and to let others also experience the same grace 

and blessing, let us open ourselves to the working of the Spirit. 

Let us ask the Holy Spirit, the advocate to take hold of us and 

make us as an instrument of Jesus’ message of Good news.   



 


