
Acts 15:22-31 

John 15:12-17 
 

Dear Sisters and Brothers, 

 

Today’s readings, especially the first reading may be very 

challenging to some of the Christians who are so conservatives 

and do not want any changes in the practice of faith or in the 

life of the Church. That was same mentality and the attitude 

the early Jewish Christians too had. They were not ready for 

changes. Although they accepted Christ and became 

Christians, but still they were neither ready to completely give 

up the Jewish practices nor were ready to accept the gentile 

Christians with new changes. They wanted Christianity to be 

part of or a branch of Judaism. But the Holy Spirit who renews 

things, inspired the apostles, and guided the Jerusalem 

council to make the acceptable changes for the betterment of 

the Christians. As we have seen in the first reading, after a 

vigorous debate the Christians in Jerusalem accepted what 

Paul and Peter had done, by welcoming gentile converts into 

the church. Both the decision of the Council and the call to 

love without limit are at the prompting of the Holy Spirit. 

Some people reject all change as the opposite to fidelity. Yet 

the Jerusalem Council agreed that change was needed. They 

decreed that “It is the decision of the Holy Spirit and ours too, 

not to lay any burden beyond that which is strictly necessary.”  

 

Dear friends, 

The Holy Spirit always inspires the leaders of the Church, 

when they come together to make changes or to take decisions 

for the betterment of the church. Because the church is 

guided the Holy Spirit, we believe and accept the decisions 

taken by the authority of the church. Because, Jesus had 

already commanded St. Peter; whatever you bind on earth, 

shall be bound in heaven; whatever you loose on earth shall be 

loosed in heaven. 

 

 

 



My dear friends,  

As it was in the early church, even now there are some 

Christians who are not ready to accept changes or to welcome 

new initiatives. But we know how the Holy Spirit works 

through different people and in different ways and in different 

times. As we read in the Acts of the Apostles, the high priest 

Gamaliel said in the Sanhedrin; For if their purpose or 

activity is of human origin, it will fail. But if it is from 

God, you will not be able to stop these men; you will only 

find yourselves fighting against God.” 

Dear friends, 

Take for example the Alpha course or the Divine Renovation 

program in our Parish. Not everyone is happy with these 

initiatives, not everyone likes them. But, if these initiatives are 

bringing us closer to God and to one another, if these 

initiatives are bringing new members to the Church and to 

God, then, surely, these must be the works of God, not of pure 

human actions. Even in the gospel today Jesus says, you love 

one another as I have loved you. No one has greater love 

than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. You are 

my friends if you do what I command you. 

If the changes that we make or the initiative that we take are 

brining people closer to one another and to closer to God, 

helping them to build up a healthy relationship with God and 

with one another, then we are fulfilling the commandment of 

God. 

Therefore, let us continue to pray for the inspiration and 

guidance of the Holy Spirit, so that we may have an open mind 

and come forward to do what God wants, not what I want or I 

desire and welcome the new changes and initiatives that the 

Church makes for the growth and the betterment of the 

People.  


