
Acts 15:1-6 

John 15:1-8 

 

Dear Sisters and Brothers! 

Today, the 13th May, we celebrate the memorial of our 

Lady of Fatima. Today’s Memorial celebration 

commemorates the greatest saint of all, Saint Mary, as she 

manifested herself to three humble children in the 

Portuguese village of Fatima in 1917. Our Lady, the only 

mother ever chosen by her son, appeared in a particular 

place, at a particular time, to a particular people, to satisfy 

a particular need. She spoke to the children deep 

theological truths about heaven, hell, and purgatory. She 

performed a publicly witnessed miracle that made the sun 

dance, asked for increased devotion to her Son Jesus 

Christ, and pleaded for reparation for the many sins 

committed against Him. Pope Saint John Paul II was shot 

on the Feast of Our Lady of Fatima, May 13, 1981, in St. 

Peter’s Square in Rome. He was grievously injured but 

survived. He later said that one hand pulled the trigger, 

but another hand guided the bullet. He went on pilgrimage 

to Fatima to give thanks for that saving hand. 

As Mother Mary went to help Elizabeth in her needs and 

as she pleaded with her son at the wedding feast of Cana, 

Our Blessed Mother always stays at our side and 

intercedes on our behalf with her son Jesus. That’s why, 

we always come to her for help, for protection and in all 

our needs. But she puts before us always only one request: 

do as my son tells you. 

 

Dear friends, 

Today in the first reading we hear about the convening of 

the first council of the church to discuss about whether 

the Gentile Christians had to follow the Jewish traditions 

when they became Christians. We will continue to read in 

the coming days about the outcome of the council and how 



the Holy Spirit was working in the council of the Church. 

The council will come out with the decision saying, no 

further burdens than the essential will be imposed on 

the gentile Christians. There is some connection 

between the first reading and the gospel today. The 

gentiles became Christians accepting Jesus and his gospel 

but not Judaism and Jewish practices. What is important 

and essential to be a Christian is to be rooted in Christ. 

Jesus says the same message in the gospel today; I am the 

wine and you are the branches. Unless you remain in me, 

you cannot bear fruit. If you remain in me, as the as 

branch in the wine, you will bear much fruit and separated 

from me, you can do nothing.  

 

Dear friends! 

Sometimes, we also like the Jewish Christians, try to 

impose on others so many unnecessary burdens, but we 

ourselves do not follow them. The Holy Spirit always 

guides the Church as he guided the early Christians to 

make fruitful decisions. The Vatican II is a great example 

of how the Holy Spirit guides the Church in the right path. 

We know how that council helped the people to come 

closer to Jesus and to the church and to become a more 

participatory Church.  

 

Therefore, let us continue to pray for the gifts of the Holy 

Spirit and especially pray that the Holy Spirit may inspire 

and guide the leaders of the Church to lead the faithful in 

the right path.  


