
Acts 14:5-18 

John 14:21-26 

 

Dear sisters and Brothers in Christ Jesus! 

We are in the 5th week of Easter and are approaching the feast 

of the Pentecost. In today’s gospel Jesus foretells the apostles 

of the coming of the advocate, the Holy Spirit.  

We can remember the manifesto of Jesus’ mission in Luke’s 

gospel, when he started his public ministry; “The Spirit of the 

Lord is upon me, he has anointed me to proclaim good news 

to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the 

prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to set the 

oppressed free, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour.”(Lk 

4:18-19). 
That is what Jesus did during his public ministry; he cured 

the sick, raised the dead and preached God’s Good News. 

When he called his apostles, he formed them and trained them 

to do the same mission as he did. In Matthews gospel, when 

Jesus sending the 72 disciples he said to them: And into 

whatsoever city you enter, and they receive you, eat what is 

set before you: And heal the sick that are therein, and say 

unto them, The kingdom of God is come nigh unto you. 

That was the kind of mission the apostles and disciples were 

commissioned to do by Jesus. While Jesus was still with them, 

the disciples did whatever Jesus had asked them to do. But 

Jesus also knew that once he has gone back to the Father, the 

disciples will struggle and be afraid. Knowing that he promised 

them the advocate, the Holy Spirit. It was the same Spirit that 

guided Jesus also to do his ministry on this earth. And that 

was the reason, after his resurrection, the disciples remained 

behind the locked doors until the coming of the Holy Spirit.  

 

Dear Friends, 

It was the Holy Spirit who guided the disciple and all the 

believers to do the mission of Jesus. Even in the First reading, 

when Paul and Barnabas spoke, the people in that city was so 

amazed that they thought that gods had come down. But it 

was the Holy spirit who was speaking through them and it was 

the same spirit who inspired Paul to cure the crippled man.  



Jesus says in the gospel today; “Those who love me will keep 

my word, and my Father will love them, and we will come to 

them and make our home with them. 

It is not that easy or that possible to love Jesus or our 

neighbours unconditionally, unless we are guided by the 

spirit. It is not easy also to keep His Words or to preach his 

Words to others effectively, unless we are inspired and guided 

by the Holy Spirit. That is the reason, knowing our human 

weakness and frailties, Jesus sends us the advocate, the Holy 

Spirit who would be guiding and leading us to Jesus and 

making us understand the Words of Jesus.  

Dear Friends, 

When the Holy Spirit is with us, we can be human or weak, 

but we will never be let down and no one can stand against 

us. We profess every Sunday that we believe in the holy 

catholic and apostolic church. The church remains holy 

and unshakeable, because it is built on Jesus, the cornerstone 

and always guided and led by the Holy Spirit. Because the 

Church has, human and week members, the church is also 

sinful. But, as St. Paul says, it is when I am weak, then I am 

strong. Although members of the church went astray and the 

leaders of the church failed in their calling and in their 

mission, but still, the church remains strong  despite the 

challenges and persecutions, because it is led by the Holy 

Spirit and as Jesus said to Peter, the gates of the 

underworld will not overcome it. If we also rely and totally 

depend on the Holy Spirit, we will never falter or stumble but 

will remain faithful. Therefore, let us ask the risen Jesus to 

send us the advocate, the Holy Spirit, so that we may remain 

faithful witnesses to him and to his gospel. 


