
Acts 13:26-33 

John 14:1-6 

 

Dear Sisters and Brothers, 

Today we continue to hear from the first reading the sermon of St. 

Paul at Antioch. Paul, an educated and Jewish Scholar, well versed in 

Jewish Scripture, is trying to prove to the people by quoting the Old 

Testament that Jesus Christ is the Lord and Messiah whom the Jewish 

leaders killed out of their ignorance. We know what a powerful 

preacher St. Paul was. God used him as his powerful instrument to 

bring the Goodness to the people and lead the people back to God. 

 

This shows my dear friends that if God is giving us some special gifts 

and special talents, it is not given to us to become self-content or to 

become selfish. Rather, God is giving us special gifts and talents to be 

used at the service of God and at the service of others, so that as we 

enjoy the blessing and good life, others also might enjoy the same 

blessings and good life through us. That’s what St. Paul did. Once he 

realised how much God loved him, how much God has blessed him 

with gifts and talents, he dedicated his whole life and all his gits and 

talents at the service of God and at the service of other. 

This is the call and vocation given to all of us. That’s why. St. Francis of 

Assis in his prayer would say, it is in giving that we receive, and it is in 

dying that we are born to eternal life. Because God sent his son Jesus 

so that we may have life and life to the full. To make us enjoy that 

fullness of life, Christ died for us all and he gave himself up for us. 

 

My dear friends, 

By his sacrifice, Christ showed us the way to the Father, he reopened 

the gates of heaven. And as Jesus says, in the gospel today, there are 

many rooms in his father’s house, and he has already prepared those 

rooms for all of us. So, he wants all of us to go and inherit the place 

that he has prepared, and he does not want anyone of us to lose that 



reward. Therefore, as he showed the way to the Father, he wants us 

to show that way to others. He has called all of us for that mission. 

Christian living is not built on selfishness but on sacrifice and self-

giving. So, as he sent his disciples to preach the good news, to show 

the way to the Father and to bring all the people back home so that 

there would be one flock and one shepherd, he is sending  all of us for 

that mission. If we ourselves want to own the room that Jesus 

prepared for us, it is possible for us only by living our life as Jesus 

showed us. If we try to live a life of selfishness, then surely we cannot 

become worthy to inherit that reward.  

Therefore, my dear friends, let us ask the risen Jesus to help us to walk 

in the way that he showed us and to become like him so that not only 

we, but others too might come to the place that he prepared for all 

his children, through our life and mission.   

 


