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JN 10:11-18 

 

Dear Sisters and Brothers, 

These days since the Easter Sunday, we have been reading 

from the Acts of the Apostles about the mission and the 

ministry of the Apostles. When the apostles began their 

ministry after the resurrection of Jesus, first they were 

preaching only to the Jews about Jesus because while Jesus 

was still with them he said to them at one instance, go first to 

the lost sheep of Israel and don’t  go to the Gentiles now. It 

was not because Jesus did not want the gentiles to be saved. 

Rather it is because the disciples were still in formation and 

were not mature enough to speak to the gentiles and above 

all, still they did not receive the Holy Spirit. 

But today, the readings speak about the spreading of the 

gospel even among the Gentiles and how they were accepted 

by the Christian faithful. The need for the evangelization 

among the gentiles, those who have not known about Jesus, 

is affirmed by Jesus in the Gospel today, he says, I have other 

sheep that do not belong to this fold. These also I must 

lead, and they will hear my voice, and there will be one 

flock, one shepherd.  

This wish of Jesus about bringing even the gentiles to his flock 

was communicated to Peter in his dream as we heart in the 

gospel. 

Dear friends, 

What the word of God communicates to us today is that, there 

should be no divisions or discriminations or partiality among 

God’s faithful. All are same in the eyes of God. We, as 

Christians, have the moral duty and responsibility, to treat 

everyone in the community in the same way irrespective of 

their race or nationality or status.  

Secondly, as Jesus commanded the disciples, Therefore go 

and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the 

name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,  

and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded 



you. And surely, I am with you always, to the very end of 

the age.” 

this was command or mandate was given not only the 

apostles, but to all of us, who are baptised  and we all have 

been called to carry out this mission of Jesus. Yesterday, we 

reflected and prayed for vocation. Vocation does not just fall 

down from heaven. It has to be wished for, it has to be 

nurtured, it has to be promoted, it has to be supported and it 

has to be lived. Therefore, it is the responsibility of all of us to 

promote vocations in our families, in our communities. And 

those who come forward to work for Christ and for his Church 

have to be supported by the faithful in all the possible ways so 

that those who commit themselves to carry out the mission of 

Jesus, may do it effectively and with genuine commitment. 

That is what the early Christian community did. They 

supported the apostles, the disciples and the deacons to carry 

out the mission entrusted to them by Jesus and in this way 

the community was also participating in the mission of Jesus. 

That is what we all are called to do in our own communities. 

Therefore, my dear friends, as we are praying for vocation this 

week, let us ask the Lord to give us the Spirit and the generous 

heart, not only to just pray for vocations but also to play an 

active role in promoting vocations and supporting the mission 

of the Church and the missionaries of Jesus. 


