THE DIVINE MERCY
1. THE IMAGE
In October 1938, a young religious by the name Sister Faustina died in a convent
of the Congregation of Sisters of Our Lady of Mercy in Cracow, Poland. She came
from a very poor family that had struggled hard on their little farm during the
terrible years of WWI. Sister had had only three years of very simple education.
Hers were the humblest of tasks in the convent, usually in the kitchen or the
vegetable garden, or as a porter.
On February 22, 1931, Our Lord appeared to this simple nun, bringing with Him
a wonderful message of Mercy for all humankind. Saint Faustina tells us in her
diary under this date:
"In the evening, when I was in my cell, I became aware of the Lord Jesus clothed
in a white garment. One hand was raised in blessing, the other was touching the
garment at the breast. From the opening of the garment at the breast there
came forth two large rays, one red and the other pale. In silence I gazed intently
at the Lord; my soul was overwhelmed with fear, but also with great joy. After a
while Jesus said to me, 'paint an image according to the pattern you see, with
the inscription: Jesus, I trust in You.'"
Sometime later, Our Lord spoke to her again:
"The pale ray stands for the Water which makes souls righteous; the red ray
stands for the Blood which is the life of souls. These two rays issued forth from
the depths of My most tender Mercy at that time when My agonizing Heart was
opened by a lance on the Cross....Fortunate is the one who will dwell in their
shelter, for the just hand of God shall not lay hold of him."

2. THE FEAST OF MERCY
Jesus said:
Whoever approaches the Fountain of Life on this day will be granted complete
forgiveness of sins and punishment.
I want the image solemnly blessed on the first Sunday after Easter, and I want it
to be venerated publicly so that every soul may know about it.
This Feast emerged from the very depths of My mercy, and it is confirmed in the
vast depths of my tender mercies.
On one occasion, I heard these words: My daughter, tell the whole world about
My Inconceivable mercy. I desire that the Feast of Mercy be a refuge and shelter
for all souls, and especially for poor sinners. On that day the very depths of My
tender mercy are open. I pour out a whole ocean of graces upon those souls
who approach the fount of My mercy. The soul that will go to Confession and
receive Holy Communion shall obtain complete forgiveness of sins and
punishment. On that day all the divine floodgates through which grace flow are
opened. Let no soul fear to draw near to Me, even though its sins be as scarlet.
My mercy is so great that no mind, be it of man or of angel, will be able to fathom
it throughout all eternity. Everything that exists has come forth from the very
depths of My most tender mercy. Every soul in its relation to Me will
contemplate My love and mercy throughout eternity. The Feast of Mercy
emerged from My very depths of tenderness. It is My desire that it be solemnly
celebrated on the first Sunday after Easter. Mankind will not have peace until it
turns to the Fount of My Mercy.
Yes, the first Sunday after Easter is the Feast of Mercy, but there must also be
deeds of mercy, which are to arise out of love for Me. You are to show mercy to
our neighbours always and everywhere. You must not shrink from this or try to
absolve yourself from it.
I want to grant complete pardon to the souls that will go to Confession and
receive Holy Communion on the Feast of My mercy.

3. CHAPLET
In 1935, St. Faustina received a vision of an angel sent by God to chastise a
certain city. She began to pray for mercy, but her prayers were powerless.
Suddenly she saw the Holy Trinity and felt the power of Jesus’ grace within her.
At the same time she found herself pleading with God for mercy with words she
heard interiorly:
Eternal Father, I offer You the Body and Blood, Soul and Divinity of Your dearly
beloved Son, Our Lord Jesus Christ, in atonement for our sins and those of the
whole world; for the sake of His sorrowful Passion, have mercy on us.
As she continued saying this inspired prayer, the angel became helpless and
could not carry out the deserved punishment. The next day, as she was entering
the chapel, she again heard this interior voice, instructing her how to recite the
prayer that our Lord later called "the Chaplet." This time, after "have mercy on
us" were added the words "and on the whole world". From then on, she recited
this form of prayer almost constantly, offering it especially for the dying.
Later on Jesus said: Encourage souls to say the Chaplet which I have given you.
Priests will recommend it to sinners as their last hope of salvation. Even if there
were a sinner most hardened, if he were to recite this Chaplet only once, he
would receive grace from My infinite mercy.

